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Memorial  receives  20-ton  deposit 


encountered  in 
lere  else, 
i  pennies 
armored 
sins  out- 


downtown  Jackson  —  or  anyv 
for  that  matter  —  when  $30,000 
were  delivered  on  March  8  b' 
truck  to  the  Memorial  to  the  M 
side  the  Baptist  Building. 

The  Memorial  to  the  Missing  is  a 
Mississippi  Baptist  campaign  designed  to 
draw  attention  to  the  50  million  babies  that 
have  been  aborted  in  America  since  the 
US.  Supreme  Court's  1973  Roe  v.  Wade 
decision  legalized  abortion  in  all  fifty  states 
throughout  all  nine  months  of  pregnancy. 
Each  penny  contributed  to  the  Memorial 
represents  one  of  those  aborted  babies. 

The  goal  of  50  million  pennies  for  the 
Memorial  is  now  in  sight,  said  Jimmy 
Porter,  executive  director  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Christian  Action  Commission  and 
coordinator  of  the  one-of-a-kind  project.  He 
estimated  the  Memorial  currently  holds  30 
million-plus  in  pennies. 

"It  is  exciting  to  see  the  generosity  of 
Mississippi  Baptists  in  support  of  this  impor¬ 
tant  causer/CnRe  same  time,  it  is  humbling 
and  sobering  to  understand  that  each  penny 
is  a  memorial  to  a  baby  who  was  never  bom 
because  of  our  country's  turning  away  from 
die  sanctity  of  human  life,"  Porter  said. 

"The  Memorial  is  not  about  the  politics  of 
abortion  or  the  medical  arguments  sur¬ 
rounding  this  issue.  The  Memorial  is  purely 
about  the  babies  who  are  not  with  us  today 
due  to  more  than  34  years  of  legalized  abor¬ 
tion.  They  should  not  be  forgotten  in  all  the 
noisy  debate  over  abortion,"  ne  pointed  out. 


Armstrong 

E  AS  T { t  OffftlMC* 


you  view  Briggs  Equipment  Company  in  Jackson. 

>  think  oi  Cnurcnes  and  individuals  who  wish  to 
y  million  contribute  to  the  Memorial  need  not  collect 
—  aborted  pennies.  Checks  will  be  converted  to  pennies 
inning  and  upon  receipt  and  placed  in  the  Memorial.  At 
?art."  the  conclusion  of  the  campaign,  the 

s  located  on  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation  will  adminis¬ 
ter  of  the  ter  the  $500,000  in  gifts  to  the  Memorial  and 
Baptist  direct  100%  of  die  funds  to  pro-life  programs 
property  at  For  more  information,  contact  the 
street,  and  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action 
rs  Capitol  Commission  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
ledicated  in  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292-3329  or 
•ally  during  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651, 
•nnies  were  ext.  329.  E-mail:  rwood(P'christianac- 
itainer,  spe-  tion.com.  Web  site:  www.mbcb.org. 
rtold  50  mil-  One  of  the  greatest  benefits  of  the 
ighing  160  Memorial  is  the  opportunity  to  put  in  front 
500,000.  of  people  the  atrocity  of  legalized  abortion 

s  more  than  in  America,  especially  for  young  people 
irt  the  thick  who  don't  know  a  time  when  abortion  was 
t  serves  as  considered  to  be  the  taking  of  a  human 
ontainer.  A  life,  according  to  Porter, 
ycarbonate  "Hardly  a  day  goes  by  without  someone 
the  "glass"  or  some  group  of  people  stopping  to  look  at 
making  the  the  Memorial  and  praying  for  the  cause.  Last 
■ent.  week,  a  group  of  women  came  to  the 

my  delivery  Memorial  and  formed  a  prayer  chain  around 
ier  $15,000  it.  They  each  prayed  for  the  babies  and  then 
morial,  both  quietly  went  on  tneir  way.  It  was  very  mov- 
>ffering  cur-  ing,  and  something  we  see  quite  often 
icted  bv  the  "The  Memorial  leaves  an  impression 
Mississippi  that  never  really  goes  away/'  he  said. 


Fifty  million  reminders  of  an  atrocity 

_  &  a _ _ _ »_«  _ 


The  Memorial  to  the  Missing  is  a 
Mississippi  Baptist  campaign  to  draw 


ithe  front  of  the  Baptist  Building  in 
Jackson  on  March  8,  as  employees 
of  Loomis  Fargo  armored  truck  compa¬ 
ny  and  Briggs  Equipment  Company  in 
Jackson  unloaded  20,000  pounds  of  pen¬ 
nies  into  the  Memorial  to  the  Missing.  If 
you're  counting,  that's  three  miluon 
pennies  or  $30,000. 

So  massive  was  the  penny  delivery  that 
Loomis  Fargo  nad  to  call  in  a  spe- 
jMMHBl  rial,  heavy-duty  "ten-wheeler” 
armored  truck  to  handle  the  load. 
Briggs  likewise  had  to  bring  a 
WHH  large  industrial  forklift  just  to 
move  that  much  weight.  With  ten 
ballistic  nylon  bags  —  each  weigh- 
JBBM  ing  2,000  pounds  —  to  be  emptied 
■B  into  the  Memorial,  a  lot  of  speoal 


attention  to  the  50  milhon  babies  that 
have  been  killed  in  this  country  by  abor¬ 
tion  since  1973.  Each  penny  given  repre¬ 
sents  one  of  those  babies. 

With  die  Memorial  now  more  than  two- 
thirds  of  the  way  to  die  50-million-penny 
goal  few  days  pass  without  someone  or 
some  group  stopping  by  the  Memorial  to 
view  me  pennies,  pray,  and  cry.  Like  the 
Vietnam  Memorial  in  Washington,  D.C., 
the  Memorial  to  the  Missing  nas  a  pro¬ 
found  emotional  and  spiritual  effect  on 
people.  In  the  case  of  the  Memorial  to  die 
Missing,  it's  people  who  have  been 
way  by  the  tragedy  — 


Editor's 

Notebook 


in  some  way  by  the  tragedy  — 
j  —  of  the  American  Holocaust 
zalized  abortion. 

Memorial  leaves  an  impression 

/s  Jimmy 
[ississippi 


the  atrocity 
that  is  leg^! 

"The  m« 

that  never  i 

I’.TH  an  Ut!Vi  -ini  >  V  '  '  M'- - :  : 

Baptist  Christian  Action  Commission  and 

-  ;  ’  —  A  guard  for  Loomis  forgo  coordinator  of  die  project. 

armored  truck  company  looks  on  March  8  as  Sadly,  he's  right. 

2,000  pounds  of  pennies  cascade  into  the - 

Memorial  to  the  Missing  outside  the  Baptist 

Building  in  downtown  Jadcson.  The  Memorial  is  Editor's  note:  Churches  and  individuals  who 
designed  to  bring  attention  to  the  50  million  wish  to  contribute  to  the  Memorial  need  not  col- 
babtes  who  have  been  killed  since  the  U.S.  lect  pennies.  Checks  will  be  converted  to  pennies 
Supreme  Court  legalized  abortion  in  1973  in  all  upon  receipt  and  placed  in  the  Memorial.  At  the 

'.Ten  conclusion  of  the  campaign,  the  Mississippi 
total  Baptist  Foundation  will  administer  the 
Drial.  $500,000  in  gifts  to  the  Memorial  and  direct 
100%  of  the  funds  to  pro-life  programs 

-  For  more  information,  contact  the 

ing  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian  Action 

lor-  Commission  at  P.O.  Box  530,  lackson,  MS 
J.S.  59205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292-3329  or 
;al-  toll-free  outside  lackson  (B00)  748-1651.  ext. 

all  329.  E-mail:  rwood@christianaction.com. 

Website:  unvw.mbcb.org. 


guards  surrounding  the  armored  | 

duck  and  the  Memorial,  the  ten _ 

bags  were  offloaded  in  metal  BIG  DELIVERY 
frames  that  prevented  the  pen-  1  *- 

nies  from  shifting  inside  the  bags 
during  transport  from  the  U!S. 

Mint.  Once  in  place  in  front  of 
the  Memorial,  the  bags  were 
unstrapped  from  the  frames  and 

;h  overhead.  - - —  - -  .  , 

..  Fargo  guard  then  climbed  to  50  states  during  all  nine  months  of 

the  top  of  the  Memorial  and  broke  the  seal  of  the  one-ton  Dags,  which  held  a  < 
that  secured  the  chute  on  the  bottom  of  the  of  $30,000,  were  unloaded  into 
bag.  With  a  gentle  tug  on  die  chute,  pennies  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 
began  pouring  into  the  Memorial  like  water.  - - - ; - — 
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study 
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missionaries  hit  the  beach  for  Jesus 


BAPTISTS 


The  Second 
Front  Page 


Ministries  neighboring 
'shores  and  Orange  Beach,  Ala., 
on  the  Cult  of  Mexico. 

"Someone  once  told  me  that  WBH| 

lost  people  are  most  open  to  the  " 

Gospel  two  times  in  their  lives,"  L  >>v  ^ 

Fora  said  "The  number  one  BHHhHB 

time  is  during  a  crisis  and  the 
second  time  is  during  times  of  * 

recreation,  leisure,  or  vacation."  flHHHHH 

The  Fords  are  among  the  HHHHHB 

5,300-plus  missionaries  in  the  - .  «SmwT 

United  States,  Canada,  and  their  wmmmH  ' 

bLs*r  WITNKSINC  IN  ALABAMA  - 

Offering  for  North  American  r ii^lT 
Missions.  He  was  one  of  eight  '-oast-  •>ofTie  5,x  tn»hon  people  v 

Southern  Baptist  missionaries  - — - 

highlighted  as  part  of  the  annual  where  Thea  and  I  ride  bikes  | 

on.M*rch  4-11  •  the  snowbirds,  just  trying  from  Romans  10:15,  where  the 

_  2*  *007  Annie  Armstrong  to  build  relationships.  We  may  Apostle  Paul  refers  to  a  verse  in 

1S  9S7  have  200  of  them  at  a  worship  Isaiah  that  says,  "How  beautiful 
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North  Amer^  Missian  Board  missionary  Jeff  Ford  (left)  plans  bear 
missionaries  Demdc  Helds  (center)  and  Matt  Goins  on  the  AUbamaO 
Wt  Alabama's  beaches  each  season.  (NAMB  photo  by  John  K.  Swain) 


focus  depending  on  the  season  spring  break  and  summer, 
of  the  year.  Fail  and  winter  on  when  college,  high  school  and 
the  Alabama  Gulf  Coast  attract  junior  high  students,  and  kids 
senior  adults  —  "snowbirds"  as  with  their  families,  swarm  the 
Ford  affectionately  calls  them  —  Alabama  Gulf  Coast  beaches 
horn  the  North  and  Midwest.  Starting  with  a  website  called 
They  come  to  the  Gulf  Coast  for  www.bareSfootbelievers.com  for 
up  to  six  months  to  escape  harsh  potential  volunteers  and  a 
winters  back  home.  NAMB-developed  program 

"During  our  snowbird  min-  called  "Innovators"  tor  colle- 
isby  in  the  winter  we  hold  wor-  gians,  the  Fords  use  a  myriad  of 
ship  services  at  local  camp-  methods  to  creatively  spread 
grounds  and  have  a  bicycle  club  the  Gospel  on  the  beaches. 


ARMSTRONG 
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Believer  arrested 


BEER  SHEVA,  Israel  (BP)  —  The  arrest  of  a  Messianic  Jewish 
angelist  in  Israel  reflects  the  strife  that  often  confronts 
»sianic  Jews  despite  Israel's  guarantees  of  religious  liberty  and 
thout  any  repercussion  from  law  enforcement  officials,  the 
ider  of  a  Messianic  congregation  told  Baptist  Press.  Messianic 


People  from  all  over  the  state  gather  under  a  tent  at  Camp  Caravwa  in 
Clinton  to  dedicate  the  site  for  a  new  adult  lodge  Jerry  Rankin,  president  of 
the  SBC's  Foreign  Mission  Board,  attends  the  site  dedication,  along  with 
national  Woman's  Missionary  Union  executive  director  Dellanna  O'Brian. 


"There's  no  room  for  spectators  here."  says  Don  Creel,  pastor  of 
Bayside  Church,  a  mission  church  of  First  Church,  Bav  Si.  Louis.  "We're 
trying  to  mold  together  a  team  to  do  something  for  the  Lord  "  Bayside 
enrolls  113  in  VBS,  with  a  daily  attendance  of  more  than  80. 


Miss  Florida  Waite,  director  of  Church  Library  Service.  Sunday 
School  Board,  Nashville,  will  direct  the  first  church  library  workshop 
ever  to  be  held  on  a  Baptist  college  campus  at  Mississippi  College. 
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The  Lock  Is  On  Backwards 


Christ 


Requests  the 
Honor  of 
Your 

V  presence 
W  in  Heaven 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  Cod  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned. ) 

2.  1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  ( 1  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  receded  him. 
to  them  hegaiv  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


II  You  I law 
I.osl  Moik‘\ 

lii  I  hi'  sioilv  M.irkul 


And  want  to  recover  losses 

We  Can  Help! 

with  a  guraranteed 
return  of  principal 
Equity  Indexed  Annuity 

132% 

First  Year  Guarantee 
O'MJre  Financial  Services 
406  Orchard  Park  Drive 
Ridgdand,  MS  19157 

1 .800.8443254 
601.9573841 


The  story  that  1  am  about  to 
tell  you  actually  happened, 
and  while  it  sounds  crazy  it 
was  one  of  those  thunderbolt, 
insightful  moments  that 
helped  me  to  understand  what 
has  happened  to  some  of  us  in 
our  churches.  The  names, 
places,  and  faces  of  the  story 
will  remain  anonymous,  but 
the  facts  are  as  it  happened. 

A  pastor  had  moved  to  a  new 
place  of  service  in  our  state  and 
in  looking  for  a  place  to  live 
they  hail  decided  that  they 
would  build  a  new  home, 
bvervthing  was  going  well.  In 
fact,  it  was  all  coming  together 
toward  the  finished  product.  As 
they  neared  the  end  of  construe 
tion  tney  were  going  to  have  the  * 
appliances  delivered  on  a  cer¬ 
tain  dav  and  the  pastor  had 
asked  the  builder  if  he  would 
put  locks  on  the  doors  so  that 
when  the  appliances  were 
delivered  somebody  looking  for 
new  appliances  would  not  carry 
them  off.  The  builder  said  he 
would  take  care  of  it  and  sent 
some  of  his  men  to  put  the  new 
locks  on  the  new  doors. 

Later  the  pastor  went  by  just 
to  check  ana  see  if  everything 
was  completed.  Sure  enough 
they  had  installed  the  locks,  but 
to  his  astonishment  they  had  put 
them  on  backwards.  That' s  right. 
You  could  lock  folks  in  the  house, 
but  you  couldn't  lock  them  out. 
Later  the  pastor  saw  the  builder, 
told  him  tne  dilemma,  they  had  a 
good  chuckle,  and  die  builder 
assured  the  preacher  the  locks 
would  be  corrected. 

As  only  the  Lord  can  arrange 
such  things,  I  just  happened  to 
be  standing  by  as  this  interest¬ 
ing  scenario  unfolded.  Hearing 
wnat  had  happened  but  finding 
it  a  little  bit  difficult  to  under¬ 
stand  simply  because  of  the 
strange  twist,  I  asked,  "Now 
what  exactly  did  they  do?"  The 
pastor  said,  "Well,  they  installed 
the  locks  backwards.  Anybody 
that  wanted  to  get  in  could  go  in 
but  you  could  lock  die  door  to 
keep  folks  from  going  out." 
Immediately  1  thougnt  to  myself 
that  is  what  has  happened  in 
many  of  our  churches.  We  have 
the  locks  on  backwards.  Those 
of  us  inside  the  church  with  all 
of  God's  blessings  and  the 
understanding  of  a  Savior  that 
can  transform  the  world  with  a 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


love  that  is  unspeakable  and  full 
of  glory,  joy,  energy,  and  a  touch 
of  neaven  itself  don't  seem  to  be 
able  to  get  out  to  share  it  with 
others.  Just  think  about  all  of  the 
wonderful  things  that  we  have 
locked  up  inside  our  churches 
that  would  make  a  world  of  dif¬ 
ference  if  they  could  just  get  out 
and  be  unleashed  in  our  world. 

Think  about  the  genuine  lov¬ 
ing  ministry  that  takes  place  in 
the  church.  I  have  w'atched  as 
saints  have  cared  for  one  anoth¬ 
er  during  some  of  the  most  dif¬ 
ficult  times  in  life.  Through  a 
long  extended  illness  they  just 
kept  on  praying  for  one  anoth¬ 
er,  oringing  food  that  seemed  to 
make  more  difference  in  a  per¬ 
son's  life  than  medicine,  and 
speaking  encouraging  words 
that  turned  on  the  Tights  in  the 
life  of  someone  in  despair.  I 
have  watched  as  people  have 
gone  out  of  their  way,  freely 
given  their  time,  reached  deep 
into  their  resources  to  share 
money  through  special  offer¬ 
ings,  and  have  literally  gone 
the  second  and  third  mile  to 
help  one  another  and  especially 
to  lift  up  someone  who  could 
not  get  up  and  go  on  their  own. 
I  have  watchea  as  people  who 
are  going  through  deep  grief 
experiences  have  been  sur¬ 
rounded  by  loving  comforters 
who  stood  by  them,  undergird¬ 
ed  them,  and  enabled  them  to 
see  the  breaking  of  a  new  dawn 
in  their  life.  I  nave  watched  as 
people  have  provided  trans¬ 
portation  for  people  who  had 
no  way  to  go,  folks  who  have 
given  jobs  to  people  who  had 
nowhere  to  turn,  and  other 
people  who  have  given  shelter 
to  folks  who  had  nowhere  to  go 
after  tragedy  struck. 

The  community  of  faith  that 
Jesus  put  together,  called  the 
church,  is  a  loving  and  caring 
group  of  folks  who  know  how 
to  make  a  difference.  What 
would  happen  if  that  caring 
ministry  touched  the  lives  of  a 


hurting,  cold,  stuck-in-their- 
predicament  world7  What 
would  happen  if  we  were  not 
locked  inside  the  church? 

Think  about  the  proclama- 
tion  of  Good  News.  Somehow 
we  must  get  it  out  of  the  church 
rather  than  just  sharing  it  among 
ourselves  over  and  over  again 
We  have  a  glorious  Word  and 
God-gifted  people  who  can 
preach  and  teach  that  Word,  but 
many  who  need  it  most  never 
hear  it  for  we  keep  it  locked 
inside.  How  many  times  have 
you  heard  the  soul-stirring, 
uplifting  message  that  Jesus 
loves  you  so  much  that  He  died 
in  your  place  so  that  you  could 
have  your  sins  taken  away  and  a 
life  abundant,  free,  and  everlast¬ 
ing  given  to  you?  It  may  have 
become  second  nature  and  even 
old  hat  to  you,  but  the  people 
who  are  burdened  down  by  the 
guilt  of  their  sin,  captured  by  the 
addiction  of  their  wrong  living, 
and  capsuled  in  the  darkness 
and  despair  of  lostness  need  the 
light  ana  the  hope  that  are  found 
in  the  promises  of  God's  Word. 
What  if  on  one  given  Sunday 
everyone  who  came  to  church 
got  the  message,  were  thrilled 
with  the  living  Christ  dwelling 
among  them,  unlocked  the  door, 
and  walked  out  to  share  that 
truth  with  friends,  family,  co¬ 
workers,  and  even  strangers? 
Would  it  make  a  difference Y You 
know  it  would  because  Jesus 
makes  a  difference. 

Finally,  would  you  consider 
for  a  moment  what  the  majesty 
of  worship  means  to  you ?  Have 
you  ever  had  a  tough  week  and 
it  seemed  like  just  too  many 
things  went  wrong?  Too  many 
relationships  seemed  to  sour, 
too  many  decisions  seemed  to 
be  out  of  sink,  too  many  bur¬ 
dens  seemed  to  be  piled  on  — 
and  then  you  came  to  worship. 
Suddenly  in  a  brief  period  of 
time  life  looked  different.  You 
met  with  God  and  through  eyes 
of  faith  and  the  confidence  that 


was  stirred  in  your  heart  by 
meeting  with  our  great  God  you 
knew  things  would  be  okay. 
When  John  wrote  his  little  epis¬ 
tle  of  First  John,  he  knew  that 
the  believers  then  and  now 
would  have  some  rough  days 
living  in  this  old  world.  There 
would  be  temptations,  traps, 
tumbles,  tares,  efforts  that 
failed,  and  dreams  that  were 
shattered,  but  he  said,  "If  we 
confess  our  sins,  he  is  faithful 
and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins 
and  to  cleanse  us  from  all 
unrighteousness"  (I  John  1:9), 

A  great  worship  experience 
is  not  just  a  string  of  .several 
songs  put  together,  not  just  a 
sermon  that  fill  the  time  frame 
on  Sunday,  and  not  even  just  a 
meeting  of  a  bunch  of  people  in 
a  building,  but  it  is  a  life-cnang- 
ing  encounter  with  our  won¬ 
derful,  gracious,  and  giving 
God.  Worship  experiences  do 
not  need  to  stay  locked  in  a 
building,  stopped  at  the  door, 
and  never  be  taken  into  a  world 
that  needs  to  see  that  we  have 
been  with  Jesus. 

When  Moses  came  down  off 
the  mountain  after  his  meeting 
with  God,  his  face  was  shining 
with  a  radiance  that  the  people 
could  see.  Something  had  hap¬ 
pened  to  him.  We  do  not  need 
to  be  locked  inside,  for  the 
world  today  needs  to  see  the 
shining  faces  of  saints  who  have 
been  made  different  because 
they  have  met  with  God.  The 
locks  need  to  be  turned  around. 

In  no  way  am  1  saying  that 
we  ought  to  lock  people  out, 
but  please  understand  neither 
do  we  need  to  be  locked  inside 
the  church.  Ask  God  to  help 
you  get  the  locks  changed  so 
that  wonderful,  God-prompt¬ 
ed,  and  caring  ministry  can 
get  outside  your  church.  Ask 
Him  to  help  you  understand 
how  you  can  be  one  who  con¬ 
veys  the  proclamation  beyond 
the  walls  and  tells  people 
about  Jesus.  Ask  the  Lord  to 
help  you  truly  worship  Him 
so  that  when  you  get  outside 
the  doors  of  tne  church,  your 
life  will  be  full  and  overflow¬ 
ing  into  every  place  your  path 
may  lead  so  that  people  will 
see  and  know  that  you  have 
been  with  Him. 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutralWmbcb.org. 


CHURCH  LIBRARY 
MINISTRY  RETREAT 

CAMPGARAYm  •  CLINTON 
March  29-31,  2007 


Conference  Speaker 
jflwiz  Waltm,  Madison,  Mississippi 


Entertaining1  Informative 1  Motivational!  Inspirational! 
For  more  injbmalwn  and  to  register,  contact  liufy  Chen  at 

601.292.3378 


What  I  te*  you  in  the  dartness,  speak  in  the  light,  and  what 


ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


Matthew  10  27  NAS 


March  22,  2007  HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 
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MMPF  &  MMF  SPRING  FELLOWSHIPS 
Friday  and  Saturday,  April  20-21 
FBC,  Madison 

(To  take  place  during  the  Annual  Missions  Celebration, 

April  20-21) 


Contact  Kathy  Bums,  MS  wMu,  for  info  k  registration  forms:  kbums@mbcb.org, 

1-601-292-3324  or  1-800-748-1651. 

PLEASE  REGISTER  BY  WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  4. 


•  ki, 

-  *• . 


MMPF  SPRING  FELLOWSHIP 

Friday,  April  20  JfGS 

2:15  -  4:45  p.m.  * * 

FBC,  Madison,  Conference  Room  jj|4f4 

WHO?  All  parents  (and  relatives)  of  former  and  cur-  vflP 
rently  active  missionaries,  home  and  international  (for-"' 

eign),  including  Journeymen,  ISCers,  MKs,  etc.  ic«M>n 

COST:  No  Cost  for  Fellowship 


MMF  FELLOWSHIP  &  BUSINESS 
SESSIONS 
Saturday,  April  21 
9:00  a.m.  - 12:45  p.m. 

FBC,  Madison,  Conference  Room 
WHO?  All  former  and  currently  active  missionaries, 
home  and  international  (foreign),  including  Journeymen,  ISCers, 
Mission  Service  Corp  Volunteers  and  Adult  MKs. 

COST:  No  Cost  for  Fellowship 


2007  Young  Musicians  Camps 

1 Bfue  ‘Mountain  CoCtege 


June  18-22 

Guest  Director  Lois  Ann  Roberts 

Music  specialist  and  writer 
FBC,  Orlando,  Fla. 


July  16- 


Gue^AiiyaKjr:  Jane 

Admi^^trStor,  Acaderr 
Worship  producer,  FBC 


For  children  finishing  the  4th-6th  grades  by  June  1,  2007 

COME  TO  WORSHIP,  SING,  AND  LEARN 

WORSHIP  -  led  by  Eugene  Heimbach,  minister  of  youth,  Emmanuel  BC,  Grenada 

SING  -  the  musical,  "Truth  Works,"  by  Dennis  and  Nan  Allen 

LEARN  -  classes  in  music  activities,  handbells,  orff,  voice  and  spiritual  growth 

RECREATION  -  superslide,  swimming,  horse  safety,  crafts,  crocheting  and  more 

COST  —  $120  per  camper  and  sponsor  (includes  rooms  and  meals).  Music  dnd 
t-shirt  are  extra  costs.  COMMUTER  FEE  -  $30  plus  meals 


RESERVATION  INFORMATION: 

Forms  available  in  Noted  Events  Book  or 
online  at  www. mbcb.org.  Reservation 
requests  are  accepted  by  MAIL  ONLY. 
Telephone  reservation  requests  cannot  be 
accepted.  Send  all  reservation  requests 
to  the  Church  Music  Department,  P.O. 
Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205. 

Questions?  Call  the  Church  Music 
Department:  601-292-3267  or 
1-800-748-1651. 


‘It's  Your  call! 


PR  k  ASHING 


OH  SEVEN. 


■ 


JULr  7-11  .  7007 
MISSISSIPPI  COLLEGE 


SEE  UHAT  HAPPENS  WHEN  STUDENTS 
UNITE  UITH  ONE  VOICE  AND  PASSION. 


PREPARE.  UORSHIP.  CO. 


Small  Church/Bivocational  Church 
Pastors  Workshop 


OlSCftESHr  A«D  wmi'  mWl  ipr  •  *1S5?$SPI  BAPTIST  COMVFNTION  board 


Syr>tjo 

i  lik*  Power 

of  Working  Together 


A  Workshop  for  Pastors,  Ministers  of 
Education,  Sunday  School  Directors 

April  10 

North  Oxford  Baptist  Church,  Oxford 

April  11  (9  a.m.-3  p.m.) 

Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 

April  12 

Petal-Harvey  Baptist  Church,  Petal 


% 


SracUp  will  provide  you  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  build  upon  the  foundation 
that  you  have  with  those  who  share  a 
common  mission  MU  Taylor  with 
his  extensive  background  in  building 
ministry  teams  in  local  churches  and 
at  the  denominational  level,  and 
Meat  Taylor,  a  God -cal  led  pastor  and 
shepherd  of  the  local  church  congre¬ 
gation,  have  worked  together  to  devel¬ 
op  a  conference  to  help  botii  the  pas¬ 
tor  and  his  minister  of  education  of 
larger  churches  and  the  pastor  and  his 
Sunday  School  director  of  smaller 
churches. 


TVse  TWO  conferences  art 


together  will  help  the  team: 

•  Dialogue  and  plan  for  the  most 
productive  ministry  possible. 

•  Understand  the  role  of  the  pastor 

•  Clarify  a  God-given  vision. 

•  Understand  the  role  of  the 
minister  of  education  and 
Sunday  School  director. 

•  Know  what  the  pastor  needs 
from  his  education  staff. 

•  Know  what  the  education  staff 
needs  from  their  pastor. 

•  Work  together  to  build  God's 
kingdom. 


;hin 


YOUR  PLEAS 


For  the  first  time 
ever,  we  have 
planned  VBS 
Church  Leadership 
Trainings  for  YOUR 
church  and  s 
surrounding  areas. 
We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  Church 
VBS  Leadership  to 
be  a  part  of  this 
exciting  event.  We 
guarantee  a  FUN 
time  of  fellowship. 


Clinic  -  Game  Day  Central 

•  Younger  Preschool 

Conference 

•  Older  Preschool  Conference 

•  Younger  Children’s 

Conference 

•  Middle  Children’s  Conference 

•  Older  Children’s  Conference 

•  Youth  Conference  —  NEW 

•  Adult  Conference  —  NEW 

•  Pastor/Evangelism 

Conference 

•  General  Officer  Conference 

•  Children *8  Rotation:  Missions, 

Music,  Crafts,  Snacks 

Club  VBS  -  Jungle  Jaunt 


Contact  Angie  Boydstun,  Preschool/Children  's  Consultant  with  the  Sunday  School  Dept.,  at  601.292.3294 
or  1.800.740. 1651,  ext.  294,  or  by  E-mail  at  aboyd8tun@mbcb.org. 


Interim  Pastor 
Training 


\ 


•  Hie  Pastor  and 
his  Minister  of  Education 

9  a.m -2  p.m.,  SI 5  per  penon 


•  Hie  Pastor  and  Ms  Sunday 
School  Director 

6  p.m.-9  p.m.,  SK)  per  penon 


ALL  CONFERENCES 

6:30  p.m.  worship  rally 

7-9  p.m.  conference 

April  23 

North  Oxford 
Oxford 

FBC,  Louisville 
FBC,  Natchez 

April  24 

FBC,  Tupelo 

FBC,  Yazoo  City 
FBC,  Purvis 

April  26 

North  Greenwood 
Greenwood 

April  30 

FBC,  Meridian 

Golden  Triangle  Baptist  Association  Office 

Columbus 
May  1 

9  a.m.  -  noon 

Thirty-Eighth  Avenue  BC 

Hattiesburg 
November  13 

9  a.m.  -  noon 

LED  BY: 

Alan  Woodward 

Director 

MBCB  Pastor/Leadership  Development 
Department 

Frank  Harmon 

Director 

MBCB  Church-Minister  Relations 
Department 


For  more  information,  contact 
Pam  May,  Church-Minister  Relations  Department 
601-292-3225,  1-800-748-1651, 
or  E-mail  pmay@mbcb.org 


1*+...  March  23  -  April  5,  2007 

Pnycr  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson.  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-7729  (PRAY) 

S  shared  with  *  Harvest  Pratatlhela*  tar  Mm  MM 

"It  concerns  us  greatly  to  look  at  ^Evangelical  * humiliation  as  one  of  JStTEJrSttTi* 
the  most  essential  things  /pertaining  to  true  Christianity  1  his  is  the 

principal  part  of  the  great  Christian  duty  of  self-denial.  E*if2 

*  honor  their  (Mr  to  please  eliminates  the  wolf  that 

Jonathan  'Ilv.’arls  *"“*'*-»  i 


process.  Pray  that  be 
honor  their  desire  to 
Him  as  a  family. 


a  court-  Ken  Slice  serves  as  a  chaplain  ARhough  God  Is  answering  your  (I)  Church  Ubrary  Ministry  (l|  Young  Museum 

mPy  with  for  the  Army  s  gr*  ministry  prayen  tar  partnering  churches  Retreat  Camp  Garaywa.  Wth  Adjudication.  FBC  < 

has  teams  in  Hawaii.  There  writ  wiling  to  wota  among  Rie  -31st  (CS|;  |2|  In  recent  7-4  p.m.,  |2) 

house-  be  40  chaplain  tun*  PiwM-  unmaehedtaebta  in  MM.  months  youjbpve  prgyed  tar  Retreat 


Growing  Churches 

Equipping  the  Body  of  Christ  to  Serve  and  Teach 
“for  the  training  of  the  saints  in  the  work  of  ministry, 
to  build  up  the  body  of  Christ..."  Ephesians  4: 1 2  (HCSB) 


FBC,  Ttipelo 

Friday  &  Saturday,  July  27-28,  2007 

Friday:  Registration  4  -  7  p.m. 

Saturday:  Late  Registration  8  a.m. 
Conference:  8:30  -11:  30  a.m.  * 

No  child  care  on  sight 

Cost:  $5  per  person 

Send  Regisration  to. 

Lee  County  Baptist  Association,  PO  Box  2640,  Tupelo  MS  38803 


This  conference  will  address  topics  for  those  working 
or  interested  in  the  following  areas: 


Preschool 
College/Career 
Senior  Adults 
MenS  Ministry 
Church  Planting 
Sunday  School 
Wmu 


Children 

Singles 

Pastors 

Deacons 

International  Ministries 
Discipieship 
Personal  Enrichment 


Youth 

Adults 

Womens  Ministry 
Mission  Trip  Planning 
Music/Worship 
Evangelism 

Bible  Drill/Youth  Speakers 


For  information,  contact:  Discipieship  and  Family  Ministry  Department, 
1-800-748-1651,  dhicks®mbcb  org,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205 


C^TKfil  M»US  BAPTIST  RlTRlflT 


OKI) 


Ki\i\\is  \\i)  Homkominc.s 


no  i  i  /o r\( 


BAPTISTS 


First  Church,  Kosciusko, 
recently  honored  Fave 
Wickers  (right)  upon  her 
retirement  as  minister  of 
music  for  25  years 
Pictured  with  her  is  hus¬ 
band  Scott  Wiegers,  a 
member  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board. 


1 .  Baby  Dedication,  Concord  Church,  Booneville 


4.  Deacon  Ordination,  Bethel  Church,  Bogue  Chitto 


1  Concord  Church,  Boone- 
ville,  recently  held  a  baby 
dedication  service.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  parents  Lacy 
and  Walker  Caver,  Chloe 
Lane  Carver,  and  pastor 
Robert  E.  Walker. 


pastor;  and  other  commit 
tee  members. 


6.  New  Hope  Church, 
Foxworth,  will  host  the 
Columbia  Academy  Junior 
High  and  High  School 
Show  Choir  on  March  26  at 
6  p.m.  Dessert  and  coffee/ 
tea  will  be  provided.  A  love 
offering  will  be  taken. 
RSVP  bv  March  23  to 
Wanda  Morgan  after  6  p.m. 
at  (601)  736-9688,  or  the 
church  office  before  1  p.m. 
at  (601)736-6511. 

7.  Revive,  Renew,  Rejoice  is 
the  theme  of  the  2007 
Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Ministers'  Wives 
Luncheon  June  12  in  San 
Antonio.  Speaker  will  be 
Nancy  Leigh  DeMoss  with 
entertainment  by  Dennis 
Swanberg.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  (tHU)  .366-1244 

8.  Bellevue  Church,  Hatties¬ 
burg,  will  have  a  dedication 
service  on  April  1  at  10:15 
a.m.  to  rededicate  the 
church's  buildings  that  were 
damaged  by  Hurricane 
Katrina  in  August  2005. 

9.  Calvary  Church,  Ellisville, 

voted  unanimously  on 
February  11  to  build  a  new, 
500-seat  Sanctuary  at  a  cost 
of  $670,000.  The  church 
baptized  75  people  last 
year.  Steve  Nixon  is  pastor. 

10.  Cedar  Grove  Church, 

Lena,  will  host  Carroll 
Roberson  in  concert  on 
April  27  at  7  p.m.  A  love 
offering  will  be  taken. 


3.  Midway  Church,  Pontotoc, 

recently  observed  Baptist 
Men's  Day.  Pictured  are 
members  of  the  church 
who  were  recognized  as 
part  of  the  observance. 
Tommy  Tackett,  pastor 

4.  Bethel  Church,  Bogue 
Chitto,  recently  ordained 
two  deacons.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Adam  Moak; 
Jeff  Davis,  pastor;  and 
Bruce  Wallace. 


2.  Antioch  Church,  Rankin 
Association,  held  a  note- 
burning  service  on 
February  11,  to  recognize 
that  the  debt  on  the  newr 
building  had  been  paid  in 
full.  Pictured  are  Paul 
Arender,  committee  chair¬ 
man;  Gayden  Harrell, 


5.  Wiggers  Honored,  First  Church,  Kosciusko 


Trinity  Church,  Pearl:  35th  Anniversary,  March  25;  Sundav 

School  9:45  a.m.;  Worship  Service  1 1  a.m.;  covered  dish  in  fel 
lowship  hall  and  after-lunch  music.  Kenny  Goff,  pastor. 

Silver  Springs  Church,  Osyka:  125th  Anniversary,  April  27 

Wayne  Hall,  pastor. 


Courtland  Church,  Courtiand:  Revival,  March  25-28;  Sunday 
1 1  a.m.  and  each  evening  at  7  p.m..  Eric  ftyne,  speaker;  Chuck 
Waller,  music.  Charles  Locke,  pastor. 

First  Church,  PolkviHe:  Spring  Revival,  March  25-28;  James 
Messer,  speaker.  Mike  Gaddes,  music. 

Linwood  Church,  Union:  Revival,  March  25-28;  Sunday  1 1  a.m. 
followed  by  lunch.  Sunday  evening  through  Wednesday  evening  7 
p.m.;  Jerry  Skinner,  speaker. 

New  Hope  Church,  McComb:  Spring  Revival,  March  26-28;  7 

fi.m.  each  evening.  Speakers  include  Curtis  Body  (March  26), 
immy  Black  Jr.  (March  27),  and  Will  T.  Jones  (March  28).  J.  Wesley 
Jones,  pastor. 

New  Zion  Church,  Crystal  Springs:  Revival,  April  1-4,  Sunday 
1 1  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  dinner  on  the  grounds  after  morning  service; 
Mon. -Wed.  7  p.m.,  Ronnie  Falvey,  speaker;  Hubert  Greer,  music. 

Silver  Springs  Church,  Osyka:  Homecoming  and  Dedication  of 
remodeled  sanctuary,  April  29,  10  a.m.;  covered  dish  following 
service;  Jim  Thornhill,  speaker.  Wayne  Hall,  pastor. 

Trinity  Church,  Pearl:  Revival,  April  1-4:  Regular  Sunday  ser¬ 
vices;  Mon.-Wed.  7  p.m.;  Dean  Smith,  speaker;  Joe  Wood,  music. 


My  Savior,  My  God  Easter 
Cantata  March  31  at  6:30 
p.m.;  Jim  McEachern,  direc¬ 
tor.  Refreshments  will  follow 
service. 

First  Church  fecan  Grove, 

HKsriNe:  Sunrise  Service  April  8 
at  7  a.m.  Light  breakfast  saved. 
No  evening  service.  For  more 
information,  contact  Chris 
Wheeler  at  (601)  477-4916. 


O.  Box  4021, 


sssional  soprano  who  has 
New  York.  For  more  infot 


[601)849-2767 


RileBaa  •  RitePrice  •  RitePlace 
Talk  to  BUI  Clark 
601-750-2364 

www.iitewaytnuaalea.com 


Rite  Way  Bus  Sales 

2069  Hwy  49  South,  Flounce,  MS  39073 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Man,  1132  -  2004 
copyrighted  2005 

QFBLOFH,  VC  CFUIPFE 


CLFNQLFH,  QBNQ  HIN 
ZIE  DQIMFH  NQF  TIIL  IW 
NQRM  KILUE  LRDQ  RH 


WBRNQ,  BHE  QFRLM  IW 


NQF  ORHZEIV  KQRDQ 


QF  QBNQ  TLIVRMFE  Nl 
NQFV  NQBN  UIPF  QRV? 


SBVFM  NKIrWRPF 


Clue:  T  «  P 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  ir+ubstituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Hebrews  Nine:  Twelve. 


Dred  Scott  descendant  takes  pro-life  stand 


ST.  LOUIS  (BP)  —  The  great- 
great  granddaughter  of  Dred 
Scott  u  using  her  heritage  to 
proclaim  the  rights  of  unborn 
babies  to  be  counted  as  full 
individuals,  with  some  pro-life 
advocates  hopeful  that  just  aa 
the  Dred  Scott  decision  was 
overturned.  Roe  v.  Wade  may 
eventually  face  a  similar  fate. 

On  March  6,  1857,  the  US. 
Supreme  Court  handed  down 
the  landmark  Dred  Scott  deci¬ 
sion,  ruling  that  the  drafters  of 
the  Constitution  had  viewed  all 
blacks  as  "beings  of  an  inferior 
order,  and  altogether  unfit  to 
associate  with  the  white  race, 
either  in  social  or  political  rela¬ 
tions,  and  so  far  inferior  that  they 
had  no  rights  which  the  white 
man  was  bound  to  respect" 
Scott,  a  black  man,  fought 
for  his  freedom  after  his  mas¬ 
ter's  death,  arguing  that  since 
he  had  lived  with  nis  master 
in  a  free  territory  he  had 
become  legally  free  and  could 
not  revert  to  the  status  of  a 
slave.  After  much  legal  wran- 

fling,  the  court  ruled  in  Dred 
cott  v.  Sanford  that  as  a  per¬ 
son  of  African  descent,  Scott 
could  never  be  a  U.S.  citizen 
and  thereby  lacked  the  capac¬ 
ity  to  file  a  lawsuit. 

The  decision,  which  helped 
spur  tfte  Civil  Wat  was  over¬ 
turned  by  the  13tn  and  14th 
Amendments  to  the 
Constitution  as  blacks  won  die 
right  to  be  counted  as  citizens 
and  to  benefit  from  the 
American  judicial  system. 

Some  opponents  of  the  1973 
Roe  v.  Wade  decision  on  abor¬ 
tion  have  referred  to  die  Dred 
Scott  decision  in  their  hopes  of 
gaining  full  rights  for  unborn 
children  and  having  Roe  over¬ 
turned.  Both  decisions  counted 
an  entire  class  of  people  as 
property  and  popular  opinion 
supported  both  decisions. 

Scott's  descendant,  Lynne 
Jackson,  is  among  those  who 
believe  Roe  v.  Wade  was  wrong. 


"I  know  children,  when 
they  just  hear  that  little  babies 
are  being  killed  before  they're 
born,  wno  say,  'That's  not 
right.  E>id  you  want  to  kill 
me?'"  Jackson,  a  member  of 
the  St.  Louis-area  Cross  Keys 
Church  in  Florissant,  Mo., 
said  in  an  interview  with  The 
Pathway,  newsjoumal  of  the 
Missouri  Baptist  Convention. 
"The  sensibilities  and  iust  the 
pure  innocence  of  children 
alone  know  that  this  is  wrong. 

"Have  you  ever  seen  a  baby 
aborted  in  die  womb?  Well,  I 
have,"  she  added,  describing 
what  she  viewed:  "You  see 
this  beautiful  form  of  a  dar¬ 
ling  baby  just  floating  around, 
doing  well,  and  then  you  see 
the  introduction  of  these  pin¬ 
cers  that  go  in  and  the  baby 
starts  to  flinch  and  move  back 
and  forth,  as  if  to  get  away 
from  this  thing  thars  poking 
and  prodding  at  them.  Then  it 
becomes  pretty  violent. 

"After  that,  you  begin  to 
see  the  baby's  form  become 
less  specific.  It  begins  to 
degrade,"  Jackson  continued. 
"Eventually,  you  really  can't 
see  the  arms  and  legs  any¬ 
more,  of  course,  because  it's 
being  pulled  apart  in  that  par¬ 
ticular  procedure.  So  now 

Sou're  just  looking  at  stuff 
oating,  where  a  minute  ago 
you  were  looking  at  a  baby  — 
and  it  is  a  baby,  and  life  does 
begin  at  conception." 

As  Jackson  marks  the  150th 
anniversary  of  the  Dred  Scott 
decision,  sne  hopes  that  what 
her  great-great  grandfather 
helped  accomplish  for  the 
African  American  race  pro¬ 
life  leaders  can  help  secure  for 
unborn  babies:  die  right  to  be 
counted  as  full  and  valuable 
human  beings. 

"Hie  human  race  is  of  one 
blood,"  she  said.  "You  can't 
pick  off  a  couple  of  races  here 
and  there  and  decide  that 
they’re  not." 


FIGHTING  FOR  UNBORN  —  Lynne  Jackson,  great-great 
granddaughter  of  Dred  Scott,  sees  the  rights  of  unborn  babies 
as  paralleling  the  African-American  slave  who  was  ruled  to  be 
less  than  a  person  by  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  in  1857. 
(BP  photo  by  Allen  Rslmeri/The  Rsthway) 


1.  The  African- American  Cultural  Society  of  William  Carey 
University  will  boat  their  annual  Gospel  Extravaganza  on 
March  24  at  6  pm.  in  Smith  Auditorium  of  the  schools 
Hattiesburg  campus.  For  ticket  information,  contact  Heather 
Dyse  at  (601)  325-4992  or  Vanesha  Warren  at  (601)  325-5766. 
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FULL-TIME  PASTOR 


accepting  resume*  lor  the  position  of  —  www.webicg.com,  specializing  in  resum*  to  First  Baptist  Church,  Central,  SMALL  COUNTRY,  GROWING  CHURCH 
Ministry  Coordinator  (aka  DOM)  through  Health  Saving*  Accounts  DAVE  RAMSEY-  Attn:  Pastor  Search  Committee,  9676  needs  the  following:  bus  to  be  used  to 


May  1,  2007.  Resumes  may  be  sent  to  Endorsed  Local  Provider  for  health  insur-  Sullivan  Road,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70818  or  bring  children  to  church  A  DVD  copier  for 
Randy  Ray,  452  Fellowship  Road,  TrotR,  LA  a  nee  Call  for  your  free  quote  today, 1-  Fax  (225)  261-6500.  For  more  info,  call  shut  in  ministry.  Call  (662)  895-2306  or 
71371  or  email:  randyrayRcenturytei.net.  888-828-0905  or  (601)  824-0905.  (225)261-3722.  (901)606-4423. 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Jesus  Restores  Our  Lives 

John  11:14,6-7,20-27,38-40,43-44 


home  in  verse  20,  die.  She  had  great  faith  but  no  do  it  anyway.  What  stone  are 
Martha  ran  to  Him.  She  hint  of  the  miracle  to  come.  you  willing  to  roll  away?  What 
believed  that  Jesus  Later,  verses  38-  44  describe  objections  will  you  raise? 
could  have  healed  her  the  scene  when  Jesus  went  to  In  verse  40,  Jesus  pointed  out 
brother  if  He  had  been  the  tomb  where  Lazarus  was  that  because  they  believed  Him, 
there.  Her  sister  Mary  buried.  With  no  preamble.  He  they  were  able  to  see  the  glory 
repeated  the  same  told  die  family  and  friends  to  of  Cod  at  work.  We  too  can  see 
belief  just  a  few  verses  move  the  stone.  Moving  the  God's  glory  in  our  crises  even  if 
later.  Other  mourners  stone  meant  possible  defile-  dungs  are  not  restored  exactly 
also  mentioned  Jesus'  ment  of  the  grave  and  the  sis-  as  before  or  ate  not  remedied  in 

ters  were  hesitant.  When  they  the  way  we  might  want, 
objected,  Jesus  reminded  them  My  dad  did  survive  that  car 
of  His  earlier  promise  and  they  accident  years  ago.  His  life  and 
agreed  the  stone  could  be  our  family  were  forever 
removed.  To  agree  to  Jesus'  changed,  however.  His  body 
command  required  great  faith  was  not  restored  exactly  as 
and  obedience.  Lazarus  was.  Does  that  mean 

Then,  He  called  in  loud  voice  that  we  lost  faith  in  God's  abili- 
for  Lazarus  to  come  out.  Can  ty  to  bring  us  out  of  a  hopeless 
you  imagine  the  scene  when  he  situation?  No  —  in  fact,  it  has 
walked  out  of  the  tomb?  Telling  brought  some  of  the  greatest 
the  onlookers  to  remove  the  blessings  and  opportunities  to 
grave  clothes,  Jesus  restored  see  Goa's  glory. 

Lazarus  to  his  life  just  as  it  was  Is  it  always  easy  to  hold  on 
before  he  became  ill.  to  our  commitment  to  faith? 
Interestinglv,  we  never  get  No  —  but  what  will  we  miss 
input  from  Lazarus;  the  account  if  we  don't? 


The  Saturday  morning  brother,  Lazarus.  They  _ 
phone  call  changed  our  fami-  did  what  we  all  do  in  8®) 

V8  world  forever.  I  heard  my  times  of  trouble.  They  called  on 
mom  say  that  my  dad  had  been  their  good  friend,  Jesus.  This 
in  a  car  accident.  My  first  family  nad  a  very  close  relation- 
thought  was  "He'11  be  okay;  ship  with  Jesus.  He  had  been  to 
he's  probably  not  hurt  very  their  home  on  another  occasion 
badly.  He  is  my  dad  after  all."  where  Mary  anointed  him  with 
Many  times  over  the  weeks  perfume,  \4rse  3  even  indicates 
that  followed  doctors,  nurses,  Jesus'  had  great  love  for  Lazarus, 
even  family  friends  told  us  Jesus,  .  however,  delayed  ing,  "God 
that  he  might  not  make  it.  I  going  to  be  with  them  for  two  In  times  < 
could  never  entertain  that  days.  His  time  was  determined  maintain 
notion.  Looking  back,  exhaus-  by  the  Father's  plans,  not  others,  faith  even 
tion  or  numbness  might  have  He  also  knew  tnat  Lazarus  was  out  the  wa 


Boydst un  is  Preschool  atui 
Childh'n's  consultant  in  the  Sunday 
School  Dept..  MBCB,  and  a  member 
of  Pinelake  Church,  Brandon. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Practice  Christian  Submission 

1  Peter  2:13-25 


(lesser  authority),  verse  (2:1b).  Nevertheless,  The  Greek  verb,  translated 

does  not  matter.  Peter  Peter  did  not  advocate  revolt  “revile"  (2:23),  is  a  present 

expected  compliance,  (see  also  Eph.  r>:5-9;  Col.  3:22-  tense*  participle,  indicating  that 

appealing  to  the  high-  4: i,  1  Tim.  6. 1-2).  the  undeserved  verbal  abuse 

est  motivation:  “for  Abusive  leaders  uninten-  was  constant  (i.e.,  "being 

the  Lord's  sake"  (2:13)  tionallv  create  opportunities  for  reviled").  Jesus,  when  persecut- 

and  “as  bondslaves  of  underfings  to  do  the  unexpect-  ed,  trusted  the  Father  fully 

God"  (2:16).  Paul  did  ed,  i.e.,  to  submit.  Submission  (2:23;  see  also  1:17). 

too  (see  Eph.  5:22-6:9;  effectively  demonstrates  the  By  submitting,  Jesus  died  on 
Col.  3:18-25).  merits  of ’Christianity,  silencing  a  cross  to  save  us  (see  Heb. 

rke  Verse  17  features  critics  of  our  faith  (2:13,  15).  ft  12:2-3).  The  second  half  of  verse 

four  commands:  also  pleases  God;  "commend-  24  addresses  our  spiritual  reha- 
“honor"  (appears  twice),  "love"  able"  (2:19,  20 — NIV)  according  bilitation;  literally  "we  were 
(Gk.  agapao)  and  "fear."  Their  to  Peter.  Our  calling  is  to  take  healed" — a  past  tense  action,  a 
direct  objects  form  complemen-  such  risks  (2:21 ).  historical  fact.  We  used  to  be 

tary  pairs.  "Brotherhood"  des-  The  first  half  of  verse  20  (its  "dead"  (Eph.  2:1,  5;  Col.  2:13). 

ignates  the  Church  (its  mem-  structure  resembles  Lk.  6:32-34)  To  be  righteous,  like  Him,  is 

bers)  whereas  "all  men"  refers  issues  a  subtle  warning  to  all  now  possible  (see  Rom.  6:2, 13). 

to  the  world  (its  population).  A  underlings:  "Do  not  misbe-  Isaiah  52:13-53:12,  a 

"king"  is  sovereign  on  earth  have."  Tne  consequences  (justi-  "Suffering  Servant  Song," 

whereas  "God"  is  Sovereign  on  fied  suffering)  for  disobedience  inspired  verses  21-25:  [a]  verse 

earth  and  in  heaven.  include  a  damaged  reputation  22:  Isaiah  53:9,  [b]  verse  23: 

that  hampers  witnessing  (evan-  Isaiah  53:7,  |c]  verse  24:  Isaiah 
2.  "Submission"  proclaims  gelism).  The  Greek  noun,  trans-  53:4-5,  11,  and  |d]  verse  25: 
a  convincing  witness.  fated  "credit,"  also  signifies  Isaiah  53:6  (see  also  5:4;  Jn. 

"fame,  renown,  or  prestige."  10:11-18,  25-30). 

Peter  was  not  naive.  He  did  Scriptures  cited  arc  from  the 

not  assume  that  all  authority  3.  "Submission"  provided  New  American  Standard  unless 
is  worthy  of  respect.  Slave  our  salvation.  otherwise  indicated. 

owners,  for  example,  may  be 

taskmasters.  The  Greek  adiec-  In  verses  21-23,  Peter  cited 
tive,  translated  "harsh"  (NTV)  Jesus  as  our  role  model, 
or  "unreasonable,"  literally  Although  sinless  (2:22),  He 
means  "bent,  crooked,  or  per-  endured  the  greatest  suffering. 


By  Ivan  Parke 


Parke  is  Associate  Professor, 
Dept,  of  Christian  Studies  and 
Philosophy,  MC,  and  a  member  of 
Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton. 
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THANKS  TO  GOO  —  Volunteers  from  several  Alabama  churches  pray  before  lunch  during  a  mid-January  workday  to  help  rebuild 
Galilee  Church  in  Rinola,  one  of  nine  churches  attacked  by  arsonists  in  January  2006.  (BP  photo  by  Gary  Franklin) 


Burned  Ala.  churches 


CENTREVILLE,  Ala.  (BP)  —  On  any 
'  someone  somewhere  in  the 


from  ashes  of  arson  spree 


ter  of  a  Baptist 
ing  it  in  ashes 
That's  realit 
after  five  sma 
Bibb 


Baptist  church  to  keep  from  find- 
i  ashes  the  next  morning, 
reality  in  rural  Alabama,  a  year 
small  Baptist  congregations  in 

a  awakened  to  nnd  that 
struck  their  churches  dur¬ 


ing  the  night,  burning  three  to  thenound 
and  damaging  two  in  February  2006. 

Several  days  latter  four  Baptist  con¬ 
gregations  in  west  Alabama  found  their 
dwindles  had  suffered  the  same  fate. 

While  three  college-aged  men  were 
arrested  a  month  later  for  the  nine  fires, 
sporadic  arson  attacks  on  churches  of 
different  denominations  continued  to 
plague  the  state.  Rocky  Mount  Church 
m  Talladega  County  Joined  the  list  of 
arson  victims  last  October. 

Jim  Parker  pastor  of  Ashby  Church  in 
Brierfield,  said  a  year  of  sifting  through 
the  ashes  hasn't  been  altogether  baa. 
What  seemed  like  a  brutal  step  back¬ 
ward  actually  has  put  his  church  nearly 
a  decade  ahead  in  its  growth  process,  hie 
told  The  Alabama  Baptist  newsjoumal. 

Ashby  Church,  one  of  the  first  to  lose 
its  buildings  in  the  string  of  arson 
attacks,  has  been  meeting  in  two  mobile 
chapels  provided  by  the  Alabama 
Baptist  State  Board  of  Missions.  The 
congregation  plans  to  construct  a  new 
building  hat's  bigger  and  in  a  better 
location  than  he  original. 

The  current  Ashby  site  is  tucked  away 
in  the  woods,  but  hanks  to  a  church 
member's  donation  he  new  building  will 
sit  on  a  10-acre  plot  on  state  Highway  139, 
a  major  Bibb  County  thoroughfare 

Nearby  Rehobeth  Church  in  Lawley 
lost  its  sanctuary  he  same  night  as  Ashby. 

"Things  are  going  very  well,  about  as 
normal  as  they  can  be  under  the  circum¬ 
stances, "  pastor  Duane  Schliep  said. 

Since  tne  fire,  he  congregation  has 


member's  donation  the  new  building  will  Convention,  Pleasant  Sabine  Church 
sit  on  a  10-acre  plot  on  state  Highway  139,  didn't  have  the  immediate  connections 
a  major  Bibb  County  thoroughfare. '  to  statewide  Baptist  resources  that 

Nearby  Rehobeth  Church  in  Lawley  Ashby  and  Rehobeth  did. 
lost  its  sanctuary  the  same  night  as  Ashby.  Allen  was  here  to  make  sure  the 
"Things  are  going  very  well,  about  as  church  got  the  help  it  needed.  "Fifty 
normal  as  they  can  be  under  the  drcum-  Carpenters  for  Christ  came  in  and  built 
stances,"  pastor  Duane  Schliep  said.  the  church  back.  It  was  all  done  by  vol- 
Since  tne  fire,  he  congregation  has  unteers,"  Allen  said.  "The  volunteers 
met  for  worship  in  the  fellowship  hall  stayed  at  our  church  while  hey  were 
that  survived  and  has  held  Sunday  working  at  Pleasant  Sabine." 


School  in  a  mobile  chapel  from  he  Pleas 
State  Board  of  Missions.  tywide 

Like  Ashby  and  he  other  burned  Associal 
churches,  Rehobeth  has  received  dona-  "The  w 
tions  of  money  and  supplies  from  peo-  biggest  1 
pie  and  churches  all  over  the  nation,  said.  "G 
Many  of  he  churches  also  received  gifts  Thou 
from  Alabama  Baptists  through  the  Church 
State  Board  of  Missions  totaling  he  conj 
$192,000,  and  funds  from  Birmingham-  ing  last 


Pleasant  Sabine  plans  to  host  a  coun¬ 
tywide  revival  backed  by  the  Bibb 
Association  as  a  victory  celebration. 
"The  whole  thing  has  just  been  the 
biggest  blessing  you've  ever  seen,"  Allen 
said.  "God  has  Kept  our  churches  alive. 

Though  the  inside  of  Dancy  First 
Church  near  Aliceville  was  a  total  loss, 
he  congregation  got  back  into  its  build- 
it  July,  a 


original  building  that  burned  to  the  metal-frame  building,  will  house  its 

ground  —  will  include  a  sanctuary,  sanctuary  and  educational  space. 

fllowship  hall,  and  library  intended  In  January  a  team  of  about  50  volun- 
for  use  as  a  community  outreach  tool,  teers  from  several  Baptist  churches  in 
Church  members  currently  worship  in  north  Alabama  began  framing  up  he 
a  mobile  chapel  provided  by  the  State  interior  of  the  building,  sections  of 
Board  of  Missions.  which  will  be  two-storv. 

The  congregation  of  Spring  Valley  "It's  been  one  of  the  most  blessed 
Church  near  Emelle,  which  suffered  years  of  my  life,"  Gary  Farley,  director 
smoke  damage,  got  back  in  its  building  of  missions  for  the  Pickens  Association, 
at  he  end  of  the  summer.  In  the  wake  said  of  his  work  in  coordinating  repairs 
of  the  fire,  a  church  member  was  given  to  he  four  west  Alabama  churches.  "It's 
a  scholarship  to  Birmingham-Soutnern  been  such  a  neat  thing  to  be  at  a  point 
College  as  a  gift  to  he  cnurch  from  the  where  you  see  God  working  miracles 
school.  The  scholarship  recipient,  one  after  another." 

Demetrius  Foy,  serves  as  interim  pas-  At  Rocky  Mount  Church  near 
tor  of  Spring  Valley  Church.  Svlacauga,  attendance  has  risen  by 

The  congregation  of  Galilee  Church  20%  since  the  church  was  burned  in 
in  Panola,  whose  building  burned  to  the  October.  Members  have  gathered  in 

the  family  fellowship  building  while 


ing  last  July,  a  mere  five  months  after 
Southern  College,  where  the  three  die  fire.  Pickens  Association  churches 
arsonists  met  each  other  as  students.  fed  and  housed  volunteer  teams  from 
Antioch  Church  in  Centreville  and  Oid  Baptist  churches  around 
Union  Church  in  Randolph  suffered  the  state  that  gutted  and 
minor  damage  when  they  were  burned  renovated  the  interior  of 
last  year.  Antxxh  needed  about  $8^)00  in  the  church, 
repairs,  including  having  the  ceiling  Morning  Star 

replaced  and  fixing  damaged  doors.  Missionary  Baptist 

Cnurch  members  decided  to  keep  the  Church  near  Bofigee 
burned  communion  table  as  a  memorial.  broke  ground  on  its 
Pleasant  Sabine  Church  in  nearby  property  Jan.  7  and  has 
Centreville  was  the  fifth  church  set  poured  footings  for  its 
ablaze  that  first  night  of  arson  attacks.  A  new  building.  The  pro- 
predominantly  blade  church  not  affiliat-  posed  facility  —  twice 
ed  with  the  Alabama  Baptist  State  the  size  of  the  church's 


ground,  is  nearing  the  completion  of  its  the  family  fellowship  building  while 
new  building  on  land  closer  to  the  cen-  they  make  plans  to  build  back  their 
ter  of  town  than  its  original  site.  The  3,000-square-foot  sanctuary,  begin- 


iriginal 

building,  a  roughly  10,000-square-foot  ning  in  the  summer 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  FOUNDATION 

Scholarship  Ministry 


The  apostle  Paul  expressed  confidence  in  his  Lord  when  he  declored. 
“And  my  God  shat  supply  all  your  needs  according  to  His  riches  in  glory 
in  Christ  Jesus"  (Phippians  4:19).  This  wen-known  verse  highlights  the  focus 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation's  Scholarship  Ministry. 


Insurance  Consultants  Group 

www.webicg.com 

Specializing  in  Health  Savings  Accounts 

DAVE  RAMSEY-endorsed 
local  provider  for  health  insurance. 

Call  for  your  free  quote  and  consultation  today 


Due  to  the  generosity  of  many  faithful  Christian  stewards,  the 
Foundation  has  the  priviege  of  providing  needs-based  supplemental 
financial  assistance  to  Mississippi  students  who  are  pursuing  a  degree 
at  a  Mississippi  Baptist  college  or  a  Southern  Baptist  seminory.  Most 
of  these  endowed  scholarship  accounts  offer  specific  eligibility 
guidelines  for  awarding  a  scholarship  grant.  Factors  such  as  field 
of  study,  institution  attended,  and  scholarship  amount  often  are 
included  as  stipulated  criteria  for  award  consideration. 

For  more  information  about  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 
Scholarship  Ministry,  please  contact  our  office  at  90  Box  530, 
Jodoon.  MS  39306,  ftophons  us  at  (401)  292-3210  or  (B00)  74B-1451, 
or  vMt  our  website.  www.msbapttoifoundaNon.org.  A  completed 
appfication  must  be  received  in  the  MBF  office  by  April  30. 
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